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 I rem
em

ber vividly a sim
ple poster I saw

 on the notice 
board of our local M

ethodist C
hapel. It had a silhouette 

of three crosses on a hill, and underneath, the w
ords, 

‘FO
R

 Y
O

U
’. N

othing fancy or clever, but a clear presen-
tation of the E

aster m
essage, and it struck m

e deeply.  
This 

E
aster, 

w
hy 

not 
think 

about 
these 

tw
o 

sim
ple 

w
ords: FO

R
 Y

O
U

.  
 The R

ev Tony H
orsfall, in P

arish P
um

p 
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O
ur M

ission Statem
ent 

To love Jesus C
hrist 

To live Jesus C
hrist 

To share Jesus C
hrist 

In this com
m

unity and beyond 
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 Thank 
you 

to 
everyone 

w
ho 

has 
contributed 

to 
this 

edition of the m
agazine, and special thanks to M

alcolm
 

R
obinson (aided? by Ian Fyfe) w

ho has printed it w
ith 

technical help from
 G

raham
 C

larke. 
 Y

ou 
can 

read 
the 

final 
episode 

of 
Jam

es 
Toon’s 

fascinating trip to E
thiopia; if you follow

 the links given at 
the end you w

ill find som
e m

ore item
s of interest. 

 P
lease give som

e thought to S
heila H

argreaves’ request 
for pastoral visitors, as they are an im

portant part of our 
church fellow

ship, providing continuity as w
e change 

m
inisters, especially as the num

ber of m
inisters in the 

C
ircuit is dow

n to only three. 
 M

any thanks to the young people (and the ever-young 
P

aul Toplis!) w
ho set us the Lent Foodbank C

hallenge.  
W

e are w
ell on the w

ay to achieving our goal; as w
e go 

to press it is still Lent so w
e cannot give final figures.  B

ut 
please don’t stop  giving! 
Jacqui and Isabella 
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 YAR
M

 M
ETH

O
D

IST C
H

U
R

C
H

 
W

EEK
LY A

C
TIVITIES  

 Sunday 
W

orship and Junior C
hurch (all ages) 

10.30 am
 

Second Sunday in the m
onth: 

Youth Event Y7 and above 
6.00-8.00pm

 
 M

onday 
W

om
en’s Fellow

ship 
2.00 pm

 
 Tuesday 
Bow

ls C
lub 

7.00-9.30 pm
 

 W
ednesday 

Parent and Toddlers’ G
roup 

10.00-11.15 am
 

Ladies’ Friendship G
roup 

 2.00-3.30 pm
 

Brow
nies (age 7-10 years) 

 6.00 -7.30 pm
 

 Thursday 
O

ctago 
10.00-12.00 

Zum
ba 

6.00-6.45pm
 

Youth C
lub  

7.00-8.30pm
 

C
hoir Practice 

7.30-9.00 pm
 

 Friday 
 

 
 Saturday 
C

offee 
10.00-12 noon 

If you have a story, m
em

ory, poem
 or an experience to relate, send this 

to Jacqui Fyfe by  16 June 2019 
E

m
ail: helm

utbaer@
btinternet.com

 
(a W

ord attachm
ent is best). 

 
The next edition of O

ctam
ag is to be published in July 2019 
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 C
O

N
TAC

TS 
M

inister                                         
R

ev M
oira P

eters            
 643713 

                                           
15 H

anbury C
lose                     

                                                        Ingleby B
arw

ick                              
C

ouncil S
ecretary                       

M
rs D

. M
oon                   

 782969 
Treasurer                               

M
rs J. R

ivers 
 648461 

Finance Team
 S

ecretary 
M

r M
. S

alm
on 

 652851 
P

roperty S
ecretary    

M
r P

. Toplis 
 788034  

‘G
ift A

id’ P
rom

oters                        M
r &

 M
rs P. Litherland           780432 

H
alls B

ooking S
ecretary                M

r A
. M

airs                 07484 706809 
P

ublicity O
fficer                             

M
rs J. B

reckon         (01325) 333133 
E

nvelope S
ecretary                        M

rs M
. D

ow
ling              

 780807 
Flow

er A
rranging                             M

rs G
. B

ainbridge  
 780695 

C
reche S

ecretary                     
M

rs J. B
reckon         (01325) 333133 

W
om

en's Fellow
ship     

M
rs J. H

ow
ells 

 648594 
Ladies’ Friendship              

M
rs G

. Livingston  
 898625 

G
roup 

M
s C

. G
oodall 

 898340 
B

ow
ls C

lub                                  
M

rs D
. M

oon           
 782969 

P
arent &

 Toddlers' S
ecretary        

M
s L. Taylor                07792 093222 

Y
outh  C

lub 
R

ev M
. P

eters 
 643713 

B
row

nie G
uider                               M

rs H
. W

ortley                      730215 
C

hoir  S
ecretary                              M

rs  M
. W

alker        (01325) 332824 
S

afeguarding O
fficer                       M

rs G
. B

ainbridge 
 780695  

E
ditor                                               M

rs J. Fyfe 
 780423 

A
s spring aw

akens in the w
orld 

so also w
e are re-aw

akened 

to the joy of our Easter Salvation story. 
 

 E
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LETTER
 FR

O
M

 TH
E M

IN
ISTER

 

 D
ear Friends, 

       There is an old saying that you can’t please all the people all 
the tim

e and that even applied to Jesus. As w
e travel through Lent 

tow
ards 

G
ood 

Friday 
w

e 
see increasing opposition 

to 
Jesus’ 

w
ords, deeds and person. Jesus expected opposition – he w

asn’t 
there to be a saccharine sort of person w

ho w
ould upset no one. 

       The R
om

ans didn’t w
ant trouble. They w

ould allow
 people con-

siderable religious freedom
 to keep them

 quiet. The religious lead-
ers w

ere the ones w
ho forced the R

om
ans to take action.  Jesus 

had troubled them
 for 3 years. M

any tim
es they had sought to be 

rid of him
 and now

 they w
ould m

anage this by convincing Pilate to 
have Jesus executed. So he w

ould be dead and buried and they 
w

ere relieved. D
ead and soon, they hoped, forgotten. But then the 

rum
ours started, an em

pty grave, appearances, w
ere these ru-

m
ours or truth? They paid off the guards at the tom

b and started 
w

orrying. 
       Jesus w

as not dead and certainly not forgotten and now
 nearly 

2,000 years later Jesus is still rem
em

bered and still has disciples. 
For everyone in Jesus’ days on earth this w

as a tim
e of enorm

ous 
change; in their lives, in their land even a tim

e of change for the 
w

orld though they didn’t realise it at the tim
e. Jesus w

as alive, 
w

ould return to the Father, the H
oly Spirit w

ould com
e at Pentecost 

and the gospel w
ould spread w

ith great pow
er. 

       C
om

e and w
orship w

ith us this Lent and Easter. C
om

e and 
celebrate not a dead hero but a living Lord and Saviour. M

ay G
od 

challenge and change you this Easter tim
e 

                        W
ith love 

                                      M
oira 
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The follow

ing piece appeared on Facebook ; you m
ay rem

em
-

ber hearing it from
 Jan Sm

ith, or reading it before, but per-
haps it’s w

orth repeating! 
 In a m

other’s w
om

b w
ere tw

o babies.   O
ne asked the other “D

o 
you believe in life after delivery?” The other replied “W

hy, of 
course.  There has to be som

ething after delivery.  M
aybe w

e are 
here to prepare ourselves for w

hat w
e w

ill be later”. 
“N

onsense” said the first.  “There is no life after delivery.  W
hat 

kind of life w
ould that be?”  The second said “I don’t know

, but 
there w

ill be m
ore light than here.  M

aybe w
e w

ill w
alk w

ith our 
legs and eat from

 our m
ouths.  M

aybe w
e w

ill have other senses 
that w

e can’t understand now
.” 

 The first replied “That is absurd.  W
alking is im

possible.  And eat-
ing w

ith our m
ouths? R

idiculous!  The um
bilical cord supplies nutri-

tion and everything w
e need. But the um

bilical cord is so short, life 
after delivery is to be logically excluded”. The second insisted.  
“W

ell I think there is som
ething and m

aybe it’s different from
 here.  

M
aybe w

e don’t need this physical cord anym
ore.” 

 The first replied. “N
onsense.  And m

oreover, if there is life, then 
w

hy has no one ever com
e back from

 there?  D
elivery is the end of 

life, and in the after-delivery there is nothing but darkness and si-
lence and oblivion.  It takes us now

here”. 
 “W

ell, I don’t know
,” said the second, “but certainly w

e w
ill m

eet 
M

other and she w
ill take care of us”. The first replied “M

other?  
You actually believe in M

other? That’s laughable.  If M
other exists, 

then w
here is She now

?” 

The second said “She is all around us.  W
e are surrounded by her.  

W
e are of H

er.  It is in H
er that w

e live.  W
ithout H

er, this w
orld 

w
ould not and could not exist”.  Said the first “W

ell I don’t see H
er, 

so it is only logical that She doesn’t exist.”  
To w

hich the second replied “Som
etim

es, w
hen you’re in silence 

and you focus and listen, you can perceive H
er presence and you 

can hear H
er loving voice calling dow

n from
 above”. 

Subm
itted by Eric M

ason (Eric M
ason??  Facebook????) 
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 W
hy didn’t N

oah go fishing from
 the ark? 

H
e only had tw

o w
orm

s. 
 A

 P
uritan is a m

an w
ho noes w

hat he likes. 
 If you took all the people w

ho fell asleep in church on a 
S

unday and laid them
 on the floor end to end . . . . . . . 

they’d be a lot m
ore com

fortable! 
 W

hat part of “TH
O

U
 S

H
ALT N

O
T” don’t you understand? 

 E
xercise daily; w

alk w
ith the Lord. 

 The w
ages of sin is death.  R

epent before payday. 
 H

ave you heard about the telephone advice service for 
atheists?  They ring the num

ber and nobody answ
ers. 
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W
here did the Easter B

unny com
e from

?  

The E
aster bunny is a gentle figure of folklore, w

ho 
seem

s to have first com
e from

 the G
erm

an Luther-
ans.  They depicted him

 as a rabbit w
ho brought, in a 

basket 
on 

his 
back, 

coloured 
E

aster 
eggs 

to 
chil-

dren.  The idea of an egg-giving hare w
ent over to the 

U
S

 in the 18
th century, w

hen P
rotestant G

erm
an im

m
i-

grants in the P
ennsylvania D

utch area told their children 
about the ‘O

sterhase’.  O
sterhase m

eans E
aster hare, 

and according to the legend, only good children found 
the hare’s gifts of coloured eggs, placed in the nests 
that they had m

ade in their caps and bonnets before 
E

aster. 

The 
E

aster 
bunny 

becam
e 

a 
prom

inent 
sym

bol 
of 

E
aster.  R

abbits, prolific procreators, are an ancient 
sym

bol of new
 life. E

aster eggs are said to represent 
Jesus’ em

ergence from
 the tom

b and resurrection. 

D
ecorating 

E
aster 

eggs 
dates 

back 
to 

at 
least 

the 
13

thcentury. O
ne possible reason for the custom

 w
as 

that 
in 

those 
days 

eggs 
w

ere 
forbidden 

during 
the 

Lenten season.  S
o people w

ould paint and decorate 
them

 to m
ark the end of the period of penance and fast-

ing, and then eat them
 at E

aster as a celebration. 
 From

 P
arish P

um
p 

 P
S

. If you w
ant to know

 about S
tups, der 

kleine O
sterhase, ask A

lison D
ale! 

 E
aster 2019 
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W

H
ER

E IS G
O

D
? 

A
 couple had tw

o little children, ages 8 and 10, w
ho 

w
ere excessively m

ischievous.  The tw
o w

ere alw
ays 

getting into trouble and their parents could be assured 
that if any m

ischief occurred in their tow
n their tw

o chil-
dren w

ere in som
e w

ay involved. 
The parents w

ere at their w
its’ end as to w

hat to do 
about their children’s behaviour.  The m

other had heard 
that a clergym

an in tow
n had been successful in disci-

plining children in the past, so she asked her husband if 
he thought they should send the children to speak w

ith 
the clergym

an. 
The husband said, “W

e m
ight as w

ell.  W
e need to do 

som
ething before I really lose m

y tem
per!”.  The clergy-

m
an agreed to speak w

ith the children, but asked to see 
them

 individually.  The 8 year old w
ent to m

eet w
ith him

 
first.  The clergym

an sat the child dow
n and asked 

sternly, 
W

here is G
od? 

The child  m
ade no response, so the clergym

an re-
peated the question in an even sterner tone, “W

here is 
G

od?”  A
gain the child m

ade no attem
pt to answ

er.  S
o 

the clergym
an raised his voice even m

ore and shook his 
finger in the child’s face, “W

H
ER

E IS G
O

D
?” 

 A
t that the child bolted from

 the room
 and ran directly 

hom
e, slam

m
ing him

self in the closet.  H
is older sibling 

follow
ed him

 into the closet and asked w
hat had hap-

pened.  The younger child replied,  
“W

e are in B
IG

 trouble this tim
e -  

G
od is m

issing and they think w
e did it!” 
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A JO
U

R
N

EY TO
 ETH

IO
PIA

 

A
 continuation of Jam

es Toon’s account of his visit to 
E

thiopia. 

W
e’ll take the high road 

M
ost of the places w

e visited in E
thiopia w

ere above 
2,000m

 so the w
eather w

as not too extrem
e and w

e w
it-

nessed som
e spectacular landscapes. 

W
e spent tim

e in the S
im

ien m
ountains, a U

N
E

S
C

O
 

W
orld H

eritage listed N
ational P

ark, and trekked to 
4,000m

. The peaks are extrem
ely distinctive. 

 A
ccording to the national park regulations w

e had an 
arm

ed scout w
ith us at all tim

es. H
e w

as a friendly chap 
although perhaps a little too w

illing to brandish his gun 
for photos!  
 H

ere w
e are sam

pling the ubiquitous E
thiopian fer-

m
ented 

bread 
"injera." 

N
o 

self-respecting 
E

thiopian 
w

ould go a day w
ithout eating som

e.  O
r w

ithout drink-
ing the local coffee w

ith cups filled to the brim
.   

  

 E
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 C
ylone Idai has torn its w

ay through M
ozam

bique, M
alaw

i and Zim
-

babw
e. 2.6 m

illion people have been affected across these three 
countries. This num

ber is rising, as are the injury and death tolls. 
C

ritical flooding in M
alaw

i during the m
onth of M

arch caused w
ide-

spread devastation w
ith loss of life, displacem

ent and entire har-
vests destroyed. The President announced a state of em

ergency 
on 8 M

arch.  

Even before the flooding, 3.3 m
illion M

alaw
ians required food assis-

tance due to failed harvests; this high level of food insecurity is 
w

hat brought All W
e C

an to w
ork in M

alaw
i. The num

ber of com
m

u-
nities now

 in desperate need of food has now
 been exacerbated 

because of this extrem
e w

eather destroying entire harvests. N
ot 

only have food supplies been eradicated, but w
hole livelihoods. 

65%
 of M

alaw
ians rely on agriculture to earn a living – this includes 

the com
m

unities that All W
e C

an w
orks closely w

ith. 

All W
e C

an launched a joint appeal w
ith The M

ethodist C
hurch on 

15 M
arch 2019 for those affected by the devastating floods. The 

need has now
 grow

n further in the afterm
ath of the cyclone. All W

e 
C

an already has local partners w
orking in the w

orst affected areas 
of M

alaw
i.  

Thank you very m
uch for the £1460 you have donated through 

C
hurch to the C

yclone Idai appeal. 

FU
N

ER
A

LS 
  

M
r A

ndrew
 P

asztor   
d.  7 D

ecem
ber 2018 

M
iss M

ary S
m

ith   
 

d.  6 January 2019 
M

rs Ida A
bbott   

 
d.  17 January 2019 

M
rs M

aureen Tannahill   
d.  23 January 2019 

M
r R

on D
aw

es   
 

d.  6 February 2019 
M

rs C
onnie C

larke    
d.  9 February 2019 

M
r Ian S

im
pson   

 
d.  24 M

arch 2019 
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 From

 All W
e C

an’s chief executive, G
raem

e H
odge: 

 Since 1938, All W
e C

an has w
orked at the forefront of relief and 

developm
ent in situations of great need around the w

orld. Inspired 
by C

hristian principles, and an integral part of the M
ethodist fam

ily, 
All W

e C
an takes the special nature of this w

ork and the stew
ard-

ship of its funds very seriously. 
 All W

e C
an understands that w

hen people give to our organisation 
they do so trusting this m

oney w
ill be used w

isely and responsibly. 
W

e m
ake every effort to ensure that w

ith great care and thought 
financial gifts are used cost-effectively to ensure the greatest im

-
pact possible in som

e of the w
orld’s poorest com

m
unities.  

 In 2017-18, 81.7%
 of our spending w

as on charitable activities 
w

hich com
pares favourably w

ith other organisations in the sector. 
Through 

these 
activities 

w
e 

im
pacted 

the 
lives 

of 
m

ore 
than 

655,000 people either living in poverty or facing crisis in a hum
ani-

tarian em
ergency.  

 All W
e C

an seeks to help people – of all faiths and none – to live 
w

ith respect, and have the opportunity to flourish. W
e believe that 

our vision to see every person’s potential fulfilled is only possible 
w

hen, globally, w
e all w

ork together. W
hile the com

m
itm

ent and 
com

passion of the inspiring individuals and local organisations w
e 

w
ork w

ith around the w
orld m

eans that, m
ore than anyone else, 

they are best placed to unlock the potential in their com
m

unities, 
w

e also believe everyone has a role to play in seeing this potential 
realised. As an organisation w

e are therefore dedicated to providing 
opportunities for people in the U

K and around the w
orld to engage 

in global education to inform
, challenge and m

otivate people to take 
a stance against poverty and injustice. 

 E
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W
e also stopped at Lake Tana, from

 
w

here the B
lue N

ile begins its journey 
north. This is probably a hippo!  
   

S
ince w

e visited at the end of the rainy season the 
nearby w

aterfalls w
ere spectacular. H

ow
ever, the pov-

erty suffered by the locals w
as upsetting. In this part of 

the country m
ost live a rural life that appears virtually 

unchanged since biblical tim
es. Fields are ploughed us-

ing oxen and there is lim
ited electricity and running w

a-
ter. 

H
ow

ever, the land is very fertile and w
e w

ere assured 
that a repeat of the infam

ous fam
ines is unlikely. These 

resulted prim
arily due to civil w

ar and general m
ism

an-
agem

ent by the oppressive com
m

unist regim
e over-

throw
n in 1991. 

 W
e did several flights w

ith the m
ost excellent E

thiopian 
A

irlines. M
uch better than B

A
 and alw

ays on tim
e. 

"Follow
 that S

m
ile" is an appropriate catchphrase! A

side 
from

 this w
e travelled by jeep on som

e roads of varying 
standard often having to sw

erve for donkeys, goats and 
cow

s.  
 C

radle of C
ivilisation 

 W
hether or not you choose to believe local folklore or 

the archaeologists there is no doubt that E
thiopian his-

tory goes back a long w
ay. 
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 The 
fam

ous 
skeleton 

of 
"Lucy," 

thought to be 3.2 m
illion years old 

w
as uncovered in the A

far region in 
1974. 

The 
"tim

e 
team

" 
w

ere 
fa-

m
ously listening to "Lucy in the S

ky 
w

ith D
iam

onds" w
hen they m

ade 
their discovery.  
  This does of course conflict w

ith 
the creationist theories m

any peo-
ple 

hold, 
not 

least 
am

ongst 
the 

E
thiopian 

orthodox 
com

m
unity 

here.   

  
A

ll locals are convinced that the Q
ueen of S

heba lived 
in A

xum
 around 1,000 B

C
. The story goes that the son 

resulting from
 her conquest w

ith S
olom

on in Jerusalem
 

w
as the first in a long line of E

thiopian kings that ran un-
til late in the 20th century. H

ow
ever, w

hat the locals 
unanim

ously call her palace, seem
s to date from

 600A
D

 
based on the scientific evidence to date. W

hat is 1600 
years am

ong friends?!  
 They also believe that the original A

rk of the C
ovenant 

(tablet w
ith the Ten C

om
m

andm
ents) w

as taken by the 
Q

ueen and is now
 stored in a church here in A

xum
. 

W
hat is certain is that the tow

n has a rem
arkable his-

tory, m
uch of w

hich is yet to be unearthed given the cu-
riously lim

ited excavations com
pleted to date. It w

as  

 E
aster 2019 
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M
O

N
EY M

ATTER
S

 
 Since our last report, w

e have been able to send £646 to the local 
branch of Action for C

hildren follow
ing the collections at our C

hrist-
m

as services. If it is at all possible w
e like to support the w

ork done 
locally by such organisations.  £82 w

as also collected for PAC
T 

N
orth East (Parent And C

hild Together) at the retiring collection in 
January.  W

e are continuing to support the lunches at Tilery 
School, Stockton, during school holidays. 
 For the period that w

e have not had printed notices, the w
eekly col-

lections to the nearest £ have been as follow
s: January 6

th £989, 
13

th £1039, 20
th £1078, 27

th £1075, February 3
rd £959, 10

th £1244, 
17

th £1142, 24
th £1211.  In future, you w

ill be able to see the collec-
tion totals every fortnight in the notices.  D

uring the sam
e period, 

our Saturday coffee m
ornings have raised an average of £16 per 

w
eek.  This is a sm

all but useful source of incom
e for the church, 

and hopefully serves as a social get-together, and an outreach to 
passers-by in the H

igh Street.  W
e are grateful for all of the above, 

and indeed for all of your giving. 
             
The offering totals above are prim

arily m
ade up of contributions by 

standing order.  Thank you to all w
ho have sw

itched to paying your 
offering by this m

ethod. For anyone w
ho hasn't done this and w

ould 
like to do so, now

 w
ould be a good tim

e as w
e are approaching the 

end of the tax year. W
e can give you the necessary inform

ation if 
you w

ish. Just “catch” or contact one of us.  Also, the Sunday count 
team

s are really pleased as they now
 can get hom

e for their Sun-
day lunches a bit earlier than previously!  W

e know
 that som

e of 
you like to review

 your giving at this tim
e of year.  This m

ay include 
som

e of you w
ho have had a standing order for about a year.  Any 

increase that you are able to m
ake w

ould be w
elcom

e, to cover 
ever-increasing costs.  Again thank you for all your contributions. 
 Joan R

ivers, C
hurch Treasurer 

M
ichael Salm

on, Secretary of the Finance Team
 

Jenny Prior, Youth Treasurer 
 Ps.  A special thank you to Jenny for continuing in her role as Youth 
Treasurer. 
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Pastoral  Visiting 
 

Pastoral Visiting is a vital part of our C
hurch Fam

ily life,  
especially for those w

ho are ill or housebound and w
ho 

w
elcom

e visits from
 a friendly face: this also helps to keep them

 in 
touch w

ith the C
hurch. Those w

ho are new
 to the C

hurch m
ay also 

find this contact helpful in getting to know
 m

ore about us and m
ak-

ing friends.  At Yarm
 w

e are have been lucky to have a good team
 

of Pastoral Visitors w
ho help to ease the burden on M

oira  -  and 
w

ho also keep her inform
ed w

hen health or other problem
s arise 

w
hich m

ay need her personal touch. 
U

nfortunately our team
 of Pastoral Visitors is getting sm

aller due to 
Visitors having m

oved aw
ay, or retiring because of age or health 

problem
s, and it w

ould be good to increase our num
bers again. 

Being a Visitor involves delivering the O
ctam

ag about five tim
es a 

year and getting to know
 the fam

ilies or individuals you deliver to. 
As you get to know

 people better, friendships develop and grow
, 

w
ith m

utual benefits.  D
ue to Safeguarding regulations, Pastoral 

Visitors now
 need to be D

BS checked and to attend a short Safe-
guarding course, but if you enjoy m

eeting people and feel you could 
spare a couple of hours every so often, please do think about be-
com

ing a Pastoral Visitor. For further inform
ation, please have a 

w
ord w

ith either M
oira or m

yself.   
 Sheila H

argreaves (Pastoral Secretary) 

The B
ishop’s Visit 

 A bishop w
as visiting a sm

all church in his diocese for Easter.  H
e 

w
anted the young people to understand w

hat he had to say about 
the G

ood Shepherd, so he dressed up in his bishop’s long , flow
ing 

robes and carried his crook.  “N
ow

,” beam
ed the bishop, “do you 

know
 w

ho I am
?” 

 After a m
om

ent’s silence, one child ventured,  
”Little  Bo Peep?” 

 E
aster 2019 
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 here that E
thiopia's kings first converted to C

hristianity 
follow

ing the visit of m
issionaries, m

ost probably from
 

m
odern day S

yria, around the 5th century A
D

. 

The E
thiopian O

rthodox C
hurch continues to inspire 

great devotion, especially am
ongst the rural population 

in the north of the country. N
ow

here is this m
ore evident 

than in Lalibela; probably E
thiopia's best know

n histori-
cal site due to its rem

arkable churches carved directly 
from

 the rock. N
o one know

s quite how
 they w

ere con-
structed - perhaps by K

ing Lalibela w
ith the help of an-

gelic intervention in 12th century. H
is aim

 w
as to create 

a new
 Jerusalem

 and m
any of the sites are nam

ed after 
B

iblical locations.  
 N

ot for the first tim
e on our trip w

e w
ere aw

oken at 4am
; 

the church services start early and go on for hours using 
m

egaphones to ensure no one m
isses out on the chant-

ing. N
ot good for E

thiopian productivity or The E
ditor's 

m
ood!  

 A
ddis A

baba, the current capital, is by far Ethiopia's big-
gest city w

ith a population approaching 5 m
illion. It w

as 
only founded in 1886 so does not have the historical in-
terest of other parts of the country.  
 It is also the B

russels of A
frica, site of the A

frican U
nion, 

perhaps because E
thiopia w

as never entirely colonised 
despite the best efforts of the Italians. 

C
urrently there are m

any program
m

es underw
ay to up-

grade housing and infrastructure. D
espite the recent po-

litical turbulence the econom
y is one of the strongest in 

A
frica and if political stability can be m

aintained, the fu-
ture looks bright. 

 
 

 
 

cont. 
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 If you w
ant to see the w

hole text of Jam
es’ account, and 

all the pictures, please follow
 the links below

, w
here the 

photographs can be seen m
ore clearly. 

 https://w
p.m

e/p4x8ZX-ni 
https://w

p.m
e/p4x8ZX-nu 

https://w
p.m

e/p4x8ZX-oO
 

https://w
p.m

e/p4x8ZX-nZ 

Fortnightly C
hurch N

otices 
 M

any thanks to H
azel H

are for producing the fortnightly 
new

sletter and to R
os M

atthew
s for supporting her.  If 

you have a notice for inclusion, please send it to: 
 notices@

yarm
m

ethodistchurch.org.uk 
 To access the new

sletter online, go to: 
 w

w
w

.yarm
m

ethodistchurch.org.uk/w
eekly-notices.aspx 

 Y
ou know

, som
ebody actually com

plim
ented m

e on m
y 

driving today. They left a little note on the w
indshield 

that read: ‘P
arking Fine’. That w

as so nice.  
 W

here did all the Fiat P
andas go w

hen 
G

od flooded the E
arth?…

N
oah’s P

ark. 
 H

ow
 do you parallel park? 

…
 P

ark som
ew

here else! 
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B

eatitudes  for the aged. 
  

B
lessed are they w

ho understand  
 

m
y faltering step and palsied hand. 

  
B

lessed are they w
ho know

 m
y ears today  

 
m

ust strain to catch the things they say. 
  

B
lessed are they w

ho seem
 to know

  
 

m
y eyes are dim

 and w
its are slow

. 
  

B
lessed are they w

ho look aw
ay  

 
w

hen coffee w
as spilt on the table today. 

  
B

lessed are they w
ith a cheery sm

ile,  
 

w
ho stop to chat for a little w

hile. 
  

B
lessed are they w

ho never say  
 

“Y
ou’ve told that story tw

ice today.” 
  

B
lessed are they w

ho know
 the w

ay  
 

to bring back m
em

ories of yesterday. 
  

B
lessed are they w

ho m
ake it know

n  
 

I’m
 loved, respected and not alone. 

  
B

lessed are they w
ho ease the days  

 
on m

y journey hom
e in loving w

ays. 
 


